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JOHN LAW AND HIS MEDALS. 


By BENJAMIN BETTS. 


(Continued from Vol. XL, p. g2.] 





HE reader will speedily discover that in the legends on the 
Medals about to be described, there are many curious de- 
viations from correct spelling. In many cases — perhaps 
in nearly all — this eccentric etymology was evidently inten- 
tional, and the literary standard will be found quite equal 
to their artistic execution. Many also are as regardless of 

the rules of grammar as of accurate spelling; and this also appears to have 

been deliberate. As the System began to tumble, the German wits and those 

‘prudent minds” who, foreseeing the coming disaster, had realized on their 

profits and left the country, amused themselves with satirical jests at the ex- 

pense of the victims, and their covert allusions and jingling rhymes are 
preserved on these pieces in the expressive argot of the period. Now and 
again the legends have a singular mixture of French with Latin, German or 

Dutch, defying one to render them acceptably without using some correspond- 

ing slang expression of our own day, or a long and periphrastic translation. 

This must be the apology for any lack of success in turning the legends into 

their English equivalents. Several of the pieces, as we learn from the com- 

pilers of ‘‘ Medallic Illustrations,” were the work of Christian Wermuth, a 

German engraver, who flourished in the early part of the eighteenth century. 
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Though with one or two exceptions he claims no credit for the dies, the 
marked similarity between some of these pieces, and others known to have 
been cut by him, leaves no doubt of the correctness of the-attributions by the 
authorities cited. 


Oov. Armored bust of the young King in profile to right ;’ the hair 
long, curling, and abundant. On truncation, J. LEBLANC. F. (the name of the 
engraver.) Legend, LUDOVICUS xv - D - G - FR: ET - NAV- REX (Louis XV, by the 
grace of God, King of France and Navarre.) 

Rev. Interior of the cave of Cacus, on Mt. Aventine. Cacus,’ a noted 
Italian robber, having stolen the cattle of Hercules, had concealed them in 
his cave ; the owner, however, having discovered their hiding-place, has sud- 
denly surprised the thief; clad in his lion-skin, and with club in hand, he has 
entered the cavern, seized, and is about to slay the robber. The heads of 
some of the stolen animals are seen in the interior among the rocks. Legend, 
on a ribbon above the cave, VINDEX AVARAE FRAUDIS- (The avenger of avari- 
cious fraud.) In exergue, CHAMBRE DE JusTICE’ | 1716. (Chamber of Justice, 
1716.) In field at right, and just above the heel of Hercules, p-v (initials 
Alexi, XVIII.* Silver; size 41. 


of engraver, Du Vivier. 


Although without any reference whatever to the Mississippi Scheme, this medal 
appears nevertheless entitled to the leading place in this series, from the circumstance 
of its close connection with the terrible state of affairs, long existent and immediately 
precedent to the advent of Law and his System. 

Louis XIV, “the magnificent,’’ was dead ;5 the ruinous and expensive wars waged 
during the greater part of his reign had been brought to a close; the coffers of the 
treasury were empty; the income from all sources was entirely insufficient to meet the 
current expenses of the kingdom ; the funded debt was over 2,500,000,000 livres,° and 
in addition to this a floating debt of 700,000,000 livres was totally unprovided for. 

The finances of the kingdom were in a most deplorable condition ; and it had 
even been proposed that the nation should be declared in a state of bankruptcy. The 
public service was in a most shameful and chaotic state, and the officials charged with 
the collection and management of the revenues had become so corrupt that they did 
not hesitate to take advantage of their position to add to their already enormous per- 








1 In the use of the terms right and /e/t, the observer's 
right and left are to be understood, except where refer- 
ence is made to the right or left of a figure on the 
piece, in which case the meaning is obvious. The 
sizes given are millimetres, and the edges of all are 
plain unless otherwise described. 

2 Cacus was the son of Vulcan. The story of the 
theft and punishment, illustrated on this medal, is told 
at length by Virgil, in the Aineid, vii: 193, et seg. 

3 Chambre de Justice, or “Chambre Ardente (Fiery 
Chamber), so named from the punishment frequently 
awarded by it. Louis XIV appointed one to inves- 


tigate the poisoning cases which arose after the execu- 
tion of the Marchioness Brinvilliers.”--Hayden’s Dic- 
tionary of Dates. 

4See also Medailles du Regne de Louis XV, 
G. R. Fleurimont, n.d. There are fifty-four medals 
described, from 1715 to 1736. This is No. VII of that 
series. 
——— XIV died Sept. 1, 1715; his great-grandson 
(afterwards Louis XV) being at that time about five 
years of age. 

6Some authorities state it at over 3,000,000,000 
livres, and the floating debt at 800,000,000 livres. 
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quisites by a systematic and grinding oppression of the people, who being without 
redress were obliged to submit to their exactions.' 

These abuses became at length so outrageous and universal that, in order to put 
a stop to them, the Chamber of Justice was instituted for the trial and punishment of 
the offenders. | 








It was composed of the President and Councillors of the Parliament, the Judges of 
the Courts of Aid and Requests, and the officers of the Chamber of Accounts, under the gen- 
eral presidency of the Minister of Finance, and .... was endowed with very extreme powers. 
. ... Informers were encouraged to give evidence against the offenders by the promise of one- 
fifth part of the fines and confiscations, .... and a tenth of all concealed effects belonging to 
the guilty was promised to such as should furnish the means of discovering them... . The 
promulgation of the edict constituting this Court caused a degree of consternation which can 
only be accounted for on the supposition that their peculations had been enormous.? 









The action of the Court was prompt, and its punishments severe ; and as a con- 
sequence, the prisons were soon filled with the dishonest and unscrupulous officials. A 
few months of this rigorous treatment sufficed for the trial and punishment of those 
who were most guilty. 






Some were condemned to the pillory, others to the galleys, and those least guilty to fines 
and imprisonment; one only, Samuel Barnard, a rich banker and farmer-general of a province 
remote from the capital, was sentenced to death.’ 






The most prominent offenders having been disposed of, the common informers, 
owing to the great inducements held out to them, immediately began to bring charges 
against people of good character, thus compelling them to make a statement of their 
affairs before the tribunal, in order to prove their innocence. Complaints were heard 
on all sides ; the Chamber of Justice had in its turn become an instrument of oppres- 
sion, and at the end of a year further proceedings were discontinued, the Chamber sup- 
pressed, and a general amnesty granted to those against whom no charges had been 
preferred. 










In the midst of this financial confusion, Law appeared on the scene. No man felt more 
deeply than the Regent the deplorable state of the country, but no man could be more averse 
from putting his shoulder manfully to the wheel. He disliked business; he signed official docu- 
ments without proper examination, and trusted to others what he should have undertaken 
himself. The cares inseparable from his high office were burdensome to him. He saw that 
something was necessary to be done, but he lacked: the energy to do it, and had not virtue 
enough to sacrifice his pleasure in the attempt. No wonder that, with his character, he listened 
favorably to the mighty project, so easy of execution, of the clever adventurer whom he had 
formerly known and whose talents he appreciated.* 


Il. 


Obv. In field, to right, John Law at full length, in cocked hat and flow- 
ing wig; in his left hand he holds a full-rigged ship, and in his right an open 
scroll, on which is inscribed, in four lines, LovisIANA | EST EST | BANCO ET | 















1“ The public distress was such that during the win- 2 History of the Mississippi Scheme, by Charles 
ter of 1715-16 in Paris great numbers died from cold Mackay, LL. D. 
and famine. Cochut.”— John Law and the Missis- 3 Lbid. 
sippi Bubble: Thiers. 4 Mackay. 
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MONETA (Louisiana is a bank and isa mint.) In other words, Louisiana is 
both bank and mint,—a country in which money can be made, and from 
which it may be drawn as from a bank. In field, to left, a cave tenanted by 
Envy, who is regarding Law, and screaming and tearing her hair with rage. 
Above all Fame is seen flying toward the right, and sounding two trumpets, 
one directed toward the earth, the other toward the heavens; from the first 
proceeds the words Lavs IN TERRIS. (His praise is in the earth), and from the 
other, Lavs IN aAsTRIS. (His praise is in the stars [heavens].) In exergue, 
in four lines, INVIDIAM VIRTVTE PARTAM | GLORIAM NON INVIDIAM | IvpICco | CIC - 
p.caT-1-C-12- (The odium that is born of virtue, I regard as glory, not 
odium. Cicero against Catiline, first Oration, chapter 12.) 

Rev. Inscription in twenty-one lines, « | « INVIDIA @ | LVCRIPETAS ALLICIS 
| VANAE VENDITIONE SPEI- (avy— You allure those who seek for wealth, by 
the sale of a vain [or foolish] hope.) Lavs' | QVOD VERVM EST, LATEAT | 
QVAMVIS, ALIQVANDO [ND in monogram] paTesit. (Praise — That which is true, 
although it may be [now] hidden, sometime will come to light.) 1Nvip1a | 
AVRIFEROS VENDIS MONTES: | POTIERIS AHENIS: (#avy— You sell mountains of 
gold ;* you possess only brass.) LAWs | QVICQVID SVB TERRA EST, IN | APRICVM 
PROFERET AETAS - | HORAT- 1 - EP. 6. (Zaw— Whatever there is under the 
earth, time will bring it to light. Horace, Epistle 1: 6.) AvToR | PASCITVR IN 
VIVIS LIVOR: | POST FATA QVIESCIT; | TVNC SVVS EX MERITO | QVOQVE TVETVR 
HONOS- | OvID. 1- AMOR- 15.) Zhe Author — Malice feeds upon the living, 
after death it rests; then every man’s character is esteemed according to his 
particular deserts. Ovid, Art of Love, 1:15.) ARG -~ STRAESB- F- | 1720- 
(Struck in silver at Strasburg in 1720.) 

Silver; size 45. My own collection. 

This medal would seem to be, upon the whole, laudatory of the System rather than 
satirical: Law, with ship and scroll, implying that through commerce the resources of 
Louisiana may be so developed as to become the financial support of the kingdom ; 
whilst Envy is represented as a repulsive hag delivering her spiteful harangue from the 
recesses of her miserable cave. Fame proclaims that his (Law’s) praise is heard, not 
only upon the earth, but also in the heavens; and Cicero is quoted to show that the 
odium cast upon him should be esteemed an honor rather than odium. 

The colloquy on the reverse seems to tend toward the same conclusion, as each 
and every argument advanced by the opponents of the System is met by its promoters 
with what appears to be a sufficient answer ; and the summing up by “the author” goes 
to show that the criticisms of the envious objectors are simply the promptings of malice, 
and altogether unworthy of belief. 

















1 Laus—(Zass). “The French pronounced his name 
in this manner to avoid the un-Gallic sound of aw. 
After the failure of his System, the wags said the na- 
tion was /asse de lui (tired of him), and proposed that 
in future he should be known as Monsieur Aéas 
(alas).”— Mackay. 

2 Thiers (quoting from Cochut) says: “The region 
watered by the Mississippi, — immense virgin solitudes, 
which the imagination filled with riches, — was an un- 


limited field offered to charlatanism. The public cre- 
dulity was tested with rare impudence..... The de- 
scriptions set forth that there were mountains filled 
with gold, silver, copper, lead and quicksilver.” [The 
italics are mine.] “As these metals were very com- 
mon, and the savages did not suspect their value, they 
exchanged gold and silver for knives, saucepans, brooch- 
es, little looking-glasses, or even a glass of brandy.”— 
The Mississippi Bubble: Adolph Thiers. 
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HI. 


Oév. In field, a windmill ; on the post by which it is supported and on 
which it revolves, MERCURE (Mercury), the god of merchants; on the base or 
floor, MonoyE (Money); and on the side to right, reading downward, Banco 
(Bank). Into two of the arms, or sails, winged coins, jewelry, and art ob- 
jects are entering ; while the other two are industriously showering forth slips 
of paper labelled acrren (Shares) and sitiets (Bank-bills). A head at the 
right, in cocked hat and wig, supplies the wind, labelled Lovispores, by which 
the sails are made to revolve. Legend, LES RICHESSES DE FRANCE (The riches 
of France.') In exergue, 1720. 

Rev. Legend: xoMr sent Das rrantz—-VoLCk an! HERR LaVV tHVr 
GROSSE THATEN! (Come see the French people! Mr. Law is doing great 
things! In the field, the inscription in seven lines: EN | Macnas | Dat ores | 
CeLeser | LaV V | rorenore | QVesTVs (Behold! the famous Law bestows 
abundant wealth, the profit acquired from interest.) A corded circle separates 
the legend from the field. The date 1720 is expressed on reverse, in chron- 
ogram in the legend and also in the inscription. 

Silver and tin; size 33. My own collection. 


The Bank (Banco) is here represented by the windmill ; it is based upon money 
(Monoye), and supported by the trade and commerce of the country (Mercury). The 
real money, the capital necessary to put the Bank in operation, is shown by a stream of 
Louis d’ors, directed against the sails (the wind which sets the mill going). The Bank’s 
deposits are typified by the coins and valuables of its customers, which are being drawn 
into it through two of the arms (or sails), while its circulating notes, by which the 
exchanges of the merchants are effected, are scattered abroad by means of its shares 
and promises to pay, through the other two; the latter alternate with those first men- 
tioned, and thus the four are typical of the alternating nature of its transactions. The 
gains arising from these commercial ventures, being re-deposited, become in their turn 
a source of profit, and may thus be supposed to justify the saying on the reverse, that 
great wealth is realized from the profits (or interest) in gain, 7. ¢., interest upon interest. 


IV. 


Obv. Bust of Law, nearly facing, with cocked hat and flowing wig, and 
wearing a decoration in the form of a Maltese cross suspended by a ribbon.’ 





1 The situation in France in November, 17149, is thus 
described by a contemporary writer: “ The bank-notes 
were just so much real value which credit and confi- 
dence had created in favor of the State. Upon their ap- 
pearance, Plenty immediately displayed herself through 
all the towns and al] the country; she relieved our 
citizens and laborers from the oppression of debts 
which indigence had obliged them to contract; she 
enabled the King to liberate himself from a great part 
of his debts, and to make over to his subjects fifty- 
two millions of livres of taxes which had been imposed 
in the years preceding 1719, and more than thirty-five 
millions of other duties extinguished during the re- 
gency. This Plenty sunk the rate of interest, crushed 


the usurer, carried the value of lands to 80 and 100 
years’ purchases, raised up stately edifices both in town 
and country, repaired the old houses which were falling 
to ruin, improved the soil, and gave an additional relish 
to every fruit produced by the earth. Plenty recalled 
those citizens whom misery had forced to seek their 
livelihood abroad. In a word, riches flowed in from 
every quarter ; gold, silver, precious stones, ornaments 
of every kind which contributed to luxury aud magnifi- 
cence, came to us from every country in Europe.”— 
Wood. [The italics are mine.] 

2 The badge of the Ordre de St. Esprit, according to 
“ Medallic Illustrations,” Geo. I: 55. 
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In his right hand he holds a package on which is inscribed the words acTIEN | 
BILLETS (Shares and bank-bills.) Legend, in three lines, mr. de Laws; COMTE 
de TANCKERVILLE - CONSEILLER du ROY DANS TOUTS SES @ | CONSEILS, SURINTEN- 
DANT ET CONTROLLEUR GENERAL DES FINANCES du ROYAUME ® | DE FRANCE:, (Mon- 
sieur de Laws, Count of Tanckerville, Counsellor of the King in all his 
councils, Superintendent and Comptroller General of the Finances of the 
Kingdom of France.) 

Rev. Inscription in thirteen lines, awza | aunrus | FULD TEZIBI,' | NICHT 
LUSCHT MEHR HAT | ZUR LOTTERIE, | SO SCHAFFT VOR BILLETS | 4C77E” | HER, | IN 
DIE KREUZ UND IN | DIE QUER, | NACH DER IETZ’GEN | WELT BEGERR. | 1720. 
(Because the world wishes to be deceived (or cheated) and has no longer a 
desire for lotteries, therefore instead of (lottery) tickets give it shares (of 
stock) in all directions according to the present desires of the world — its 
whim for the moment.) 

Silver, tin and lead; size 32. My own collection. 

A great obstacle to Law’s advancement hitherto had been his religion ; having been 
educated as a Protestant, he was ineligible to official position in Catholic France. The 
difficulty was finally removed by his public profession of the Catholic faith, being con- 
firmed therein by the Abbe de Teucin in the cathedral of Melun in December, 1719; 
and on the fifth of January, 1720, he was declared Comptroller General of the Finances 
of France. Wood says :— 

At this period a report was spread that Mr. Law was to be raised to the peerage by the 
title of Duc de Tancarville, and that the office of Grand Treasurer was to be revived and con- 
ferred upon him. His native city of Edinburgh, proud of having produced so great a man, 
transmitted to him the freedom thereof in a gold box of the value of £ 300 sterling; and he 
negotiated with Lord Londonderry for the purchase of Pitt’s famous diamond, long the brightest 
jewel in the French crown..... In the diploma, which is dated at Edinburgh, 8th of August, 
1719, he is styled the Right Hon. John Law, Lord and Earl of Tanckerville, Director General 
of the Royal Bank and India Company of the Kingdom of France. 


V. 

Oév. Same exactly as No. IV. 

ev. Inscription: KWIA MVNDVS FVLD TEZIBI NICHT LVXT MEHR HAT ZVR 
LOTTERIE SO SCHAFFT VOR BILLETS ACTIEN HER IN DIE KREVZ V IN DIE QVER NACH 
DER IETZIGEN WELT BEGEHR. 

(Adam, Numoph. Mans. 69, fol. 975 ; Hanschild, No. 2828), S. Z. (? Silver and tin.) 

I quote this reverse from Alexi IV. The lines are not indicated, the date is omit- 
ted, and there are many differences of spelling observable; too many, apparently, to be 
the result of careless transcription. There seems no doubt that this was from a dif- 
ferent die. 


1 The first four words of this inscription are doubt- together, and then the last three : — 
less intended for “Quia mundus vult decipi.” The 


erroneous spelling may have been intentional; or more “ Kwia Muntus fuld tezibi 

probably it is the result of an attempt to spell according Nicht luscht mehr hat zur Lottérie, 
to a Dutchman’s manner of pronunciation, substituting So schaft vor Billets Actien her, 

the sound of ¢ in place of d, / in place of v, etc. The In die Kreuz und in die Quer, 


whole is a jingle of five lines, the first two rhyming Nacht der ietz’gen Welt Begehr.” 
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Vi. 


Obév. Precisely the same as Nos. IV and V. 

Rev. A polyglot inscription in fifteen lines: puRcH | 4c7vew, | CREDIT, 
TEICH ; | GAERTEN, LOTTERIE, | KUX’LIB’ROS, BILLETS, | WIE AUCH DURC™ ALCHYMIE, 
| KOMMT MAN | ZUMS | LIEBE GELT, | UND WEIS SO GARNICHT | WIE. | IN ANNO QVO: 
| DerICIente pECV- | nos rVclt oMne-|-nlIa. (Through [or by means 
of] shares, credit, ponds, gardens, lotteries, mining shares, books, tickets, as 
also by alchemy, one comes to [#. ¢., acquires] the loved money, and knows 
not how 'tis done. Yet in the year [1720] money being lacking, everything 
was lost.) The date is expressed in chronogram in the last four lines. Sil- 
ver ; size 32. Alexi III. 


The above inscription is a strange jumble of German, French and Latin, and the 
last four lines are curiously arranged ; the last line-—— NIA — evidently requires to be 
read as part of the second line above, which ends in pECV—thus completing the word 
pECVNIa. There seems to be no reason for such an arrangement of the Latin, unless 
it may have been intended to convey in some way a double meaning; it could hardly 
have been accidental. 

By the sacrifice of all kinds of property and possessions, the deluded people had 
procured the means (he loved money) for purchasing the continually rising shares of the 
System ; everything having a money value they had willingly parted with, in order to 
become possessors of the coveted securities. Mackay says : — 


The extraordinary avidity of the people kept up the delusion, and the higher the price 
of Indian and Mississippi stock, the more di//ets de banque were issued to keep pace with it. 
The edifice thus reared might not inaptly be compared to the gorgeous palace erected by 
Potemkin, that princely barbarian of Russia, to surprise and please his imperial mistress ; 
huge blocks of ice were piled one upon another; Ionic pillars of chastened workmanship, in 
ice, formed a noble portico, and a dome of the same material shone in the sun, which had just 
strength to gild but not to melt it. It glittered afar like a palace of crystals and diamonds ; 
but there came one warm breeze from the south, and the stately building dissolved away, till 
none were able to gather up the fragments. 


Thus it was with this magnificent scheme; the unreasoning multitude, who in 
their mad race for wealth had stripped themselves of everything in the process of its 
creation, were now to learn that a crisis had been reached; the public confidence had 
attained its limit ; suspicion and distrust had begun their deadly work upon the structure 
so insecurely erected ; its grandeur had vanished, its foundations were crumbling, and 
the building, no longer a thing of beauty, was tottering to its fall. An insane desire on 
the part of those whose all had been invested in the Company, suddenly to realize upon 
their holdings, at once brought down upon their bewildered heads the unsubstantial 
edifice which had cost them so dearly. No wonder that in their despair they cried out 
that money being lacking (they had already parted with that), everything was lost! 
Even the fragments were utterly worthless. 
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VII. 


Oév. Same as Nos. IV, V and VI. 

Rev. Legend, DIMANCHE: NOUS VIDONS PAR LES BILLETS DE BANCQVE TOUTES 
Les BouRSES. (On Sunday, by means of bank notes, we empty ail the purses.) 
Inscription in eighteen lines, LUNDI: | NOUS ACHETTONS | DES ACTIONS, | MARDI: 
| NOUS AVONS | DES MILLIONS, | MECREDI: [sz¢] | NoUS REGLONS | NOTRE MENAGE, | 
IEUDI: | NOUS NOUS METTONS | EN EQUIPAGE, | VENDREDI: | NOUS ALLONs | AU 
BALL; | ET SAMEDL: | AL HOPITAL- | 1720. (Monday, we buy shares. Tuesday, 
we have millions. Wednesday, we regulate our household. Z7hursday, we set 
up an equipage. Friday, we go to the ball, and Saturday, to the hospital 
[z. e., to the poor-house.] 1720.) 

Silver and tin; size 32. My own collection. (The one in é# has the 
edge reedcd.) 

In that curious collection entitled HET GROOTE | TAFEREEL | DER DWASHEID (The 
great scheme of foolishness), there is a caricature (No. 46) representing this journey to 
the hospital. It is entitled De Inventeur der | winp-NEGorTIE, | Op zign zEEG-kar. 
(The inventor of wind-traffic upon his Triumphal Car.) 

In this print Law is seated in a sort of chariot, drawn by two cocks' having devils’ 
tails; the wheels have a sort of fleur-de-lis for spokes, with a rosette in the centre; on 
the dash-board are the words NAAR | GAsT-HUys (For the hospital ; literally, for the 
sick and wounded), also the words A. L. HoprraL (To the hospital.) Law is partly 
armored with helmet and collar; in his right hand he holds the reins, and in his left a 
small flag, fringed, and bearing in script the words Groote Standard | van de | Mississippi 
Compangenie: {sic} (The Great Standard of the Mississippi Company.) At the back 
of the car, on a small staff, another flag with a verse in script: Begin was Goot | De 
winst was soch | naar ach het ende | Kompt alles schende. (The beginning was good, 
the profit was sweet, but alas, the end brought all to shame.) A branch of laurel is 
suspended over Law’s head, and above this, in script: Magne | Lauw | Rier? The 
chariot is supported by clouds, and is moving toward the right. In the upper right 
corner is a castle, also supported by clouds, and between the car and castle are the words 
WINSTEN IN DE VL’UGT | KASTELEM IN DE L’uGT. (The profits are in flight, the Castle is 
in the air.) There are other accessories, and several verses in script which are omitted. 


VII. 


Odv. Inscription in twelve lines, PARISER- | WEST-INDISCH. | LOUISIANISCHER | 
COMPAGNIE | AC7/EN | ove | STAATS-BILIETS | IEDE A | 500 - LIVRES OD - 1663 THL| 
(1 L in monogram) VON | - IAN - 1717. | MIT IV - PRO CENT ZU | VERINTERES- 
SIREN - [| Paris-West-Indian Louisiana Company; shares or state-bills, each 


1 Two cocks are charges on the arms of Law, which 2A double-entendre, not easily translatable. Laurier 
are thus described: Ermine, a bend between two cocks means a laurel, the first syllable alluding of course to 
gules; crest, a unicorn’s head; motto, Mec Obscura, the name of the Comptroller. Perhaps “O great 
Nec Ima. Law-rel” [the emblem of victory] is as close a render- 

ing as can be given. 
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of 500 livres or 1663 thalers, to pay interest from January first 1717, at four 
per cent.'] Legend, on right side reading downward UND SEMPER-FREY ® [And 
forever free]; on left side reading upward sinpD INCONFISCABEL [And not to 
be attached.]| Then in three curved lines (upside down) IN FINE VIDEBITVR | 
cvivs‘| Ttont. [In the end it will be seen whose tone (is to prevail). | 

ev. Inscription in thirteen lines, so | VERSICHERTS | 24 Ws | UND SPRICHT: | 
DIESES GLAUBICH | ANDERS NICHT- | MANCHER | DOCH MIT THOMA | SPRICHT: | ICH 
GLAUBES | NOCH LANGE | NICHT- | 1720- [So Law assures us, and says ‘‘ Thus 
I believe, and not otherwise.” Many however, say with (doubting) Thomas, 
‘I believe it not by a great deal” (or by a long shot.)] Legend (commenc- 
ing at bottom), ALLES LIEGT AM GLUCK UND AN DER ZEIT * [All depends on 
luck and on the time. | 

The last three lines on the obverse, seemingly refer to, and should be 
read after the reverse, which is a song or verse of two responsive couplets; 
the two lines of each ending sfricht and nicht alternately: in the first, Law 
asserts that the shares are to pay good interest; while in the second, the 
doubters express their dissent from this proposition. ‘In the end it will be 
seen which song has the true ring ” — 7. e. Law's words or those of the doubters. 
Silver; size 27. Collection of Daniel Parish, Jr. 

























The staats-billets (state-bills) were the sole representatives of a floating debt of 
about 600,000,000 livres, which had been arbitrarily scaled down by the Regent to 
250,000,000 livres ; and on Sept. 6, 1717, at which time the Company of the West was 
chartered, they were at a discount of from sixty to seventy per cent. The capital stock 
of the Company was divided into shares of 500 livres each; the number of shares was 
unlimited, and payment was made exclusively in dz//ets d'état. 

For those bills, when surrendered to the Government in sums of 1,000,000 livres, 
there was issued to the Company ventes (annuities) in perpetuity for 40,000 livres. The 
State was relieved from the pressure of so much of its debt as was thus used, and by 
assuming the payment of four per cent. upon the principal. Thus the Company had an 
income of four per cent. upon its capital guaranteed by the Government. The more 
readily to float the capital, the shares of aliens were exempt from the droits d’aubaine 
(the right of escheat to the Crown), and from confiscation in time of war ; the obverse 
legend alludes to this pledge by the Government.’ 

















IX. 


Oév. Inscription in thirteen lines, PARISER | WEST INDISCH- | LOUISIANI- 
SCHER | COMPAGNIE | 4c77EW | ODER | BANCO-BILLETS | IEDES A | 500-LIVRES-OD. 
166% -THL: (H L in monogram) VON 1 -IAN-1717- | MIT IV- PRO CENT ZU | VERIN- 
TERESSIREN | AO-1720-AUT-2-PR-100- Legend, same precisely as on the pre- 
ceding. It will be observed that the first six lines are identical with those of 








1 The rate of interest on the Continent at this time 2 See “ Narrative and Critical History of America.” 
was only two or three per cent. — Winsor. 
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VIII, while the next two lines are different, the seventh line of the frst read- 
ing STAATS-BILIETS [state-bills], and of the second BaNco-BILLETS [bank bills], 
the eighth line being changed from “1EDE A” to ‘“1EDEs A.” The thirteenth 
line AO-1720-AUT-2-PR-100- [In the year 1720, two shares for 100.] The 
last three lines on obverse, “In the end it will be seen which [is true],” 
doubtless here refers to the stated value of the shares on January 1, 1717, in 
contrast with the value predicted for 1720. 

Rev. The same exactly as No. VIII. Silver, tin and lead; size 27. My 
own collection. 


X. 


Oév. Precisely the same as No. VIII, apparently from the same die. 

Rev. Legend, beginning at bottom MANN -SEZT- SICH - NICHT-FUR-MAAS- 
NOCH ZIEHL * [They stop not for measure or bounds, — or, they place no 
limit on their desires.] Inscription in ten lines, prE | DA | REICH | WERDEN | 
WOLLEN | FALLEN | IN | VERSUCHUNG- | 1-TIMOT-VI-V-9-10-|1720- [They that 
will be rich fall into temptation. First Timothy, chapter VI, verses 9 and 10, 
1720.| The words quoted are only part of verse 9; the two verses entire 
might be profitably studied by all such as desire to be suddenly rich. Silver ; 
size 27. Collection of Daniel Parish, Jr. 


XI. 


Obv. Same as No. IX, but without auT.2-PR-100. This obverse I give 
from Alexi who thus describes it: ‘‘ Av. von nr. xm nur felht AUT. 2-PR- 100.” 
(z. e. Obverse as No. XII [my No. X] only lacking the line Aut, etc.) The 
thirteenth line would then read ao. 1720. 

Rev. The same exactly as No. X. Silver; size? 27. Alexi No. XIII. 


XII. 


Obv. Legend, in three lines, DA ALLER HANDEL SONST SO WIEDER 
LEIT * | PARTURIUNT MONTES NASCETUR TRALALARALA | INSIGNE TOUT LA COMPA- 
GNi—E_ [The mountains are in labor, forth comes Tralalarala,’ the sign or em- 
blem of all the Company.] In exergue, in four lines, the first two curving 
downward, MANN SCHICKE SICH | NUN NUR INDIESE | NEUE | zEIr [A man can 
now only accommodate himself to this new order of things.] Arms of the 
Company, as on the map (on the shield, which is vacant in the engraving). 

Rev. Legend (commencing at bottom), -MANN-SEZT-SICH- NICHT-FUR- 
MAAS: NOCH: ZIEHL: * [They stop not for measure or bounds.| Inscription in 
nine lines (similar to No. X above), DIE DA | REICH | WERDEN | WOLLEN | FAL- 


1 Tralalarala: Anything you please, — the braying of confusion, “ wind,” but not even the “mouse” of the 
a trumpet, or of the animal of elongated ears, a noise, familiar proverb. 
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LEN | IN | VERSUCHUNG | I-TIMOT-vI-v-9-10- | 1720 [Translation as No. X.] 
Silver ; size 27, from a rubbing. 


For the particulars of this medal I am indebted to Mr. Geo. F. Ulex of Hamburg, 
Germany, who kindly sent me a rubbing of the piece which was not in very good preser- 
vation, but everything quite distinct except as to the outer line of the legend which 
appears as described by Mr. Ulex. “Indiese”’ for In diese, is perhaps an intentional 
allusion to the System. 


XIII. 


Ov. Legend (beginning at top to right), QUI MODO CROESUS ERAT * IRUS 
ET EST suBITO. [He who but now was (rich as) Croesus, is suddenly (a beg- 
gar) Irus.‘] In field, inscription in fifteen lines, »**| P4xzs. | MISSISIPPI- 
SCHER- | AC77EN | GENERAL DIRECTOR | EST, EST, | Z4 Ws | SCOTUS EDENBURGICUS: | 
MERCATOR | MONETARIUS | INTRICATISSIMUS | BANQUIER & GENERAL- | CONTROLLEUR: | 
FINANCIER | TRES-RAFFINE | MDCCxx- [Paris Mississippian stock. The Direc- 
tor-General is Law; he is a Scotchman of Edinburgh ; merchant, mint-master, 
a most skillful banker and Comptroller-General, and a very sharp financier, 
1720. | 

Rev. Legend above, FURIAE GALLIARUM NATURA- and below, # Quop cITO 
FIT, CITO PERIT-* [Madness is the French nature: that which is quickly 
created, quickly perishes.] In field in seven lines, ** * | TOLLUNTUR | IN | 
ALTUM | UT | LAPSU | GRAVIORE | RUANT- | « # *« [They are raised on high, that 
their downfall may be the heavier.| Silver, copper and lead; size 33. Alexi 
XI. 

In the beginning of the year 1720, Law had attained a position of immense power, 
and the apparently flourishing condition of affairs was in strong contrast to the lament- 
able situation existing in France at the death of Louis XIV. It is no wonder then that 
the people, who looked upon him as the author of all that prosperity, should almost idol- 
ize him, and for the mob to cry out whenever he appeared in public, “ Long live Mr. 
Law.” Ina few short months all this was changed, the great scheme had utterly failed, 
and their immense losses had so enraged the Parisians, that their rancor burst out on 
every occasion, and his very name was sufficient-to excite tumult. Before the end of the 
year in which he was made Comptroller-General of the Finances of France, he had be- 
come a fugitive and almost a pauper. 


XIV. 


Odv. A nearly nude female to left reclining on a couch; a man with his 
head bandaged, sits with his arms folded, in an invalid’s chair facing the 
woman ; between them, slightly in the background, a table on which is a 
bottle and two goblets; a pair of crutches and a pair of slippers lie on the 
floor in front of the man. A woman wearing a plumed helmet, and having a 


1 Irus was the cowardly but insolent beggar, who hav- was forced by the suitors of Penelope to fight, and who 
ing insulted 2b in his own palace, before he had was “knocked out” by a single blow from the Greek 
revealed himse 


f after his return from Troy to Ithaca, chieftain. See Homer, Odyssey, xviii: 5 e¢ seg. 
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sword in her right hand, and a lighted torch in her left, is regarding the 
others, and leaving the scene toward the right. Above all, in three lines, 
SVSTINE, | VEL | ABSTINE:' [Sustain or abstain] 7. e. (hold on or let go), or in 
Wall Street parlance, ‘‘ put up or shut up.” Legend, partly Latin, partly 
Dutch, (beginning at top), @VVM TV sCuaDen HaBeEs, NEC Est OPVS SORGERE 
spoTTEN: [Since you have suffered the injury, you need not worry about (or 
care for) the ridicule]. The legend is separated from the field by a corded 
circle. The chronogram gives the date 1720. 

ev. In field, an inscription in fifteen lines, # PODAGRA | VAN DE KONINGLYKE 
| FRANSCHE BEURS | GEPROIECTEERT EN | GETRANSPLANTEERT | IN DE BEURSES | VAN 
DE MISSISSIPISCHE ,, | ZUIDE,EN | GENERALEASSURANTIE, | COMPAGNIES - | DOOR 
| Lavs | Managr. | sav_ [The gout of the Royal French Exchange, projected 
and transplanted into the Exchanges of the Mississippi, the South and Gen- 
eral Insurance Companies by Law (Lavs) Manager, Saul.| Near the margin 
at left Nomina; at right ommna and at bottom HaBeNntT. [Names have (their) 
omens 7. é. mystic significance] sAVL as an anagram of Lavs may be assumed 
to mean that as Saul the King of Israel, came to an untimely end by his folly, 
so Law, the king of finance and speculation, as appeared from his very name, 
might be taught by that as an omen, that he also would finally come to grief. 
Silver; size 33. Collection of Daniel Parish, Jr. 


{To be continued.) 





A NEW PAPAL MEDAL. 


Ir has been the custom for many centuries that at the end of June special 
medals should be struck, to commemorate some of the acts of the pontificate 
during the year then closing. These were formerly coined at the Papal mint, 
but since 1870, when that fell into the hands of the Italian Government, the 
work has been done by a private firm. This year the obverse bears a likeness 
of the Pope, with the date and the year of his reign. The reverse shows the 
personal character of the Pope, for instead of illustrating some historical event 
in the annals of the Church, it shows Christ teaching the multitudes, with an 
appropriate Latin inscription from the pen of Mgr. Sardi, the famous Latin 
scholar, who is now Secretary of Briefs. 

About two thousand of the medals were coined, some of silver, but the 
majority in bronze. Those in silver, gilded to represent the former medals of 
solid gold presented every year to the members of the Sacred College, were 
given by the Pope to the Cardinals on June 29, the feast of St. Peter. The 
others will be awarded during the year to deserving members of the Church. 


1“Sustine vel abstine.”— This motto occurs on a_ representing Britain, is endeavoring to destroy, — the 
Continental bill. “ Device, A thorn-bush—a hand in meaning, Bear with me or let me alone or Either sup- 
grasping the bush is pricked by the spines and bleeds. fort or leave me.” — Magazine of American History, 
The bush stands for the Colonies, which the hand, as _ 1: 751. 
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MEDALS OF JOHN LAW. 
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THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 


BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 




















(Continued from Vol. XL, page 103.] 


AGAIN new medals are to be added to the previous lists. 





I, 


Dr. George Edwin Coulthard (1849-1900), of Fredericton, N. B. 

2357. Obverse. Bust, facing and three-quarters to left. Upon truncation: ALLAN 
wyon sc. Inscription: BORN 1849 # GEORGE EDWIN COULTHARD M. D # DIED 1900 

Reverse. Within crossed laurel branches tied by ribbon: Dux | IN | SCIENTIA en- 
twined in scroll work. Beneath: A. wyon sc. _ Inscription: * FREDERICTON HIGH 
SCHOOL * | ‘PALMA NON SINE PULVERE ” 

Bronze. 32. 51mm. Edge of reverse beaded. Impressions are in the Boston 
collection, from Mr. R. W. McLachlan, of Montreal. 


Dr. W. Acland H. Oronhyatekha ( ), of Deseronto (Indian Reserve), On- 
tario." 

2358. Obdverse. Full faced bust of Dr. O., in centre of a cross patee. In upper 
arm an irradiated eye with twenty-five rays over clasped hands; in the left a draped 
female, erect, with shield at her left side; in right, another female, with basket on left 
arm; in the lower, a moose head to left, with 1. 0. F.—L.B. c. [Libertas, Benevolentia, 
Concordia.| Whole ground work dotted or pebbled. 

Reverse. Within two circles, chased and plain, a tall, square building with flag 
staff above. Around it: TO COMMEMORATE THE ADVANCE OF FORESTRY Above: 1897 
At right, below: -m-: Beneath: TEMPLE Inscription: INDEPENDENT ORDER OF FOR- 
ESTERS FOUNDED 1874. 

Silver. 22. 35mm. Rubbings are in the Boston collection, from Mr. McLachlan. 


CANADA. A. Personal. 






























2359. Obverse. Similar to preceding, but head in much lower relief. Only 
seventeen rays to the eye, and fewer prongs to horns of moose. 

Reverse. As preceding, save cupolas on each corner of building. 

Bronze. 22. 35mm. Rubbings in the Boston collection, from Mr. McLachlan. 


2360. Obverse. As the last but one. 
Reverse. As preceding. 
Bronze. 22. 35mm. Rubbings are in the Boston collection, from Mr. McLachlan. 


2361. Obverse. Bust, to right. Upon truncation: P. Hebert 1900 (incused). 
Inscription : ORONHYATEKHA. 

Reverse. An ornate cross patee. In centre, within circle, moose head to left ; 
in upper arm: I. 0. F.; in left, female erect with basket on left arm; in right, female 
with flag in right hand and shield by left side; in lower: L.B.c. Field filled with 
crossed diagonal lines. Inscription: THE SUPREME COURT. | INDEPENDENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

Silver, bronze. 32. 50mm. Rubbings are in the Boston collection, from Mr. 
McLachian. 


2362. Obdverse. Bust as in preceding. Before it, building as in No. 2359. In- 
scription: HON : DR : ORONHYATEKHA J. P. S. C. R. I. O. F. 

Reverse. SOUVENIR | OF | MAMMOTH | JOINT INITIATION | OF | ONE THOUSAND 
AND ONE | MEMBERS | HELD IN MASSEY HALL | APRIL 15™ 1904 | P W ELLIS & CO 

Bronze. 16. 25mm. Rubbingsare in the Boston collection, from Mr. McLachlan. 


1 Dr. O., a full-blooded Mohawk Indian, is Chief the extension of which he has relinquished active prac- 
Ranger of the Independent Order of Foresters, for tice. 
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B. 3. Medical Societies. 

Pharmaceutical Association of the Province of Quebec. 

Besides No. 1592, there is 

2363. Obverse. The inscription is divided by two stars instead of dots. End of 
band extends nearly to last E in QUEBEC, whereas in first die it only reaches B. The 
buds on branch to left of the arms are heavier. 

Reverse. As in No. 1592. 

Bronze. 25. 39mm. Impressions are in the Boston collection, from Mr. 
McLachlan. 

F. 3. Pharmacists’ Tokens, ete. 

2364. Obverse. EXHIBITION SOUVENIR | 1892 (at Toronto) | —.— | MDME IRE- 
LAND’S | HERBAL TOILET (within scrolls) | PREPARATIONS. 

Reverse. Within circle, laureated head, to right. Surrounding it, reversed: TI 
CAESAR DIVI — AVG F AVGvsTvs_ Inscription: THE PENNY OF THE — TIME OF OUR LORD 
Upon lower edge: w. H. 

Aluminum. 18. 28mm. By Banfield of Toronto. In the Boston collection. 

2365. Obverse. ATELIER HYGIENIQUE | —-— | LACROIX & FRERE | 169 | RUE 

DESFQSSES | QUEBEC 

Reverse. 15 CHEQUE BON POUR | 25¢ | EN OUVRAGE 

Aluminum. 15. 20mm. Edges beaded. In the Boston collection. 


IV. SOUTH AMERICA. B. 2. Hospitals. 

Para, Brazil. 

2366. Obverse. Within beaded circle, a bishop facing and slightly to right, with 
pectoral patriarchal cross. At right, below, his biretta upon a stand, on side of which : 
A.M. WOLFF Inscription: PRIMIERO CENTENARIO DA MORTE DE D. FREI CAETANO BRAN- 
DAO FOI SEXTO BISPO DO PARA Exergue : * 1805-1905 * 

Reverse. Within beaded circle, two sets of buildings. That at left separated by 
a curved ornate band, upon which, incused: ANTIGO HOSPITAL The other, with fence 
and waving flag. Above, upon label: Novo HOSPITAL (incused). Below, upon similar 
label : 15 DEZEMBRO 1905 (incused). Inscription: A S. CASA DE MISERICORDIA DO PARA 
AO FUNDADOR DO HOSPITAL DO SENHOR BOM JESUS DOS POBRAS EN 1785 Exergue: a 
scroll. 

Bronze. 68. 108mm. Edges laureated. Photographs are in the Boston collec- 
tion, from Mr. R. Ball, of Berlin. 

V. THE UNITED STATES. B. 2. Aospitals. 

Chicago. Department of Health. 

2367. Obverse. Upon heavy five-pointed star tipped by balls, a circular band of 
white enamel bordered by gold, and in gold letters: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH | CHICAGO 
Within this the Geneva cross of red enamel bordered by gold. Above all: 300 

Reverse. Upon an arm of the star: C. H. HANSEN | CHICAGO 

Silver. 42. 7omm. With pin attachment. Issued by the Health Department 
to its Inspectors. In the Boston collection, the gift of Dr. Charles J. Whalen, Health 
Commissioner of Chicago, through Dr. Rudolph W. Holmes, of that city. 

Do. Physicians’ Right of Way. 

2368. Obverse. The Geneva cross in red enamel bordered by gilt, within a cir- 
cular band of white, upon which in gilt letters: PHYSICIAN CHICAGO Below, upon a yel- 
low plate: 4785 

Reverse. Blank. 

Brass. 18. 28mm. With pin attachment.' In the Boston collection, the gift of 
Mr. Adrian C. Anson, City Clerk of Chicago, through Dr. Rudolph W. Holmes. 


1 The above ensures the bearers of it, only physi- sions, and where delays of any kind have occurred. 
cians, the right of way over bridges, through proces- 
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Boston. New England Hospital for Women and Children. 

2369. Obverse. A Maltese cross of dark blue enamel bordered by gold. Upon 
this a wreath of gold enclosing N E H in gold. 

Reverse. Blank. 

19. 30mm. A drawing is in the Boston collection. 


B. 3. Medical Socteties. 

American Medical Association, 1906. 

Besides Nos. 165-6, 936-7, 1552, 1746 and 2285-6, there are 

2370. Obverse. Hygieia, seated, to left, with right hand extending patera en- 
twined by serpent. Inscription: AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION | BOSTON 1906. 

Reverse. THE WHITEHEAD & HOAG CO. | NEWARK, N. J. 

Bronze. 16. 25mm. With ring, green ribbon, and pin attachment.' In the 
Boston collection. 


Do. Original Members’ Badge. 

2371. Obverse. As that of No. 2286, except that the cross has pointed extrem- 
ities, and that the inscription is: m—A—-M—A 

Reverse. Blank. 

Gold. Stud-shaped. 11. 18mm. _ In the Boston collection. 

Medical Society of New Jersey, 1904. 

2372. Obverse. Within irradiated circular temple, Apollo, erect, leaning upon a 
column, upon which: corT | Menc | ANT In background, upon gallery: OPIFER PER 
ORBEM DICOR Inscription: MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY | * ATLANTIC CITY, 1904 ° 

Reverse. WHITEHEAD & HOAG CO. | NEWARK, N. J. 

Silver plated. Stud-shaped. 12. 20mm. In the Boston collection, from the 
makers. 

Do. 1905. 

2373. Obverse. As preceding, save upon column: cort | 4| AD 1 _ In inscrip- 
tion the dots are absent, and there is: WEST END, N. J. 1905 

Reverse. As the preceding, but incused. 

Nickel plated. Stud-shaped. 10. 15mm. In the Boston collection, from the 
makers. 





VI. GREAT BRITAIN. A. Personal. 


Dr. Charles Lucas (1713-1771), of Dublin. 

2374. Besides No. 1018, it may be mentioned that there exists a cameo portrait 
of Dr. L., cut by John Logan, of Dublin. 

Numismatic Circular, June, 1906, p. 9153. 

Dr. Henry Quin ( ), of Dublin. 

2375. Besides No. 811, there also exists a reproduction therefrom in the Tassie 
enamel paste, by John Logan, of Dublin. . 

lbid., June, 1906, p. 9153. 

Dr. Alfred Willett ( ), of London. 

2376. Obdverse. Bustin profile, to right. Upon truncation, incused: F. B(owcher). 
1904 Inscription; ALFREDUS * WILLETT - ASSOC : S : BARTHOL : CHIRURGICUS (sic) A: 
D : 1865-1902 

Reverse. View of St. Bartholomew's from Smithfield Market. Higher, at left, 
the armorial shield of the hospital. Above: QUI IN | OPERATIONIBUS | CHIRURGICUS 
(stc) | BENEMERUIT. 

Bronze. 37. 58mm. Communicated by Dr. F. P. Weber, of London. 

1 There were no less than forty-two varieties of this struck, far in excess of what it had been supposed 
badge, for the several officers, committees, sections,and would be necessary, and yet it proved that there were 
members of the Association, and its branch, the Mass- hardly sufficient for the unusually great attendance at 


achusetts Medical Society, all of them bearing the the meeting. 
medal as above. Of this no less than 15,000 were 
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2377. Odverse. As preceding. 

Reverse. Blank 

Bronze. Cast. 124. 188mm. Communicated by Dr. Weber. 
B. 2. Hespitals. 


St. Bartholomew’s, London. 
Besides Nos. 637, 760-1, 1040-41 and 1143, see Nos. 2376-7, above. 





The regular sequence is now resumed. 

XI. SWEDEN. A. Personal (continued). 

Dr. Carl von Linné (1707-1778), of Upsala (continued). 

2378. Obverse. As that of No. 2356. 

Reverse. Within field: a | M® ROGIER | MINISTRE | DE L’INTERIEUR, | PREMIERE 
EXPOSITION | NATIONALE | 1847 Inscription; (rosette) AGRICULTURE ET HORTICULTURE 
(rosette) SOCIETE ROYALE LINNEENNE DE BRUXELLES 

Bronze. 32. 49mm. (Dupriez.) 

2379. Obverse. Bust, decorated, to left. Beneath: WURDEN F.BRUX. Legend 
as on preceding. 

Reverse. As preceding. 

Silver, bronze. 32. 50mm. Guioth, p. 193, pl. XXXVI, No. 136; Kluyskens, 
Num. Linn., p. 9, No. 23; /dzd., Cat., p. 107, 9°; Rueppell, 1877, p. 21; Snoilsky, p. 
9g, No. 16. In the Boston collection. 

2380. Obverse. As preceding. 

Reverse. Within field, a vacant oval escutcheon surrounded by flowers, fruit, and 
ears of grain. Inscription: SOCIETE ROYALE D’AGRICULTURE ET D’HORTICULTURE LIN- 
NEENNE * 

Silver, bronze. 32. 50mm. Obverse with beaded edge. Guioth, p. 193, pl. 
XXXVI, No. 137; Kluyskens, Num. Linn., p. 9, No. 24; /did., Cat. p. 107, No. 9'; 
Rueppell, 1876, p. 72, DXXXVII, 11. In the Government and Boston collections. 

2381. As preceding, but obverse with lined edge. 

In the Boston collection. 

2382. Obverse. Bust, to right. 

Reverse. SOCIETE ROYALE D’AGRICULTURE ET D’HORTICULTURE LINNEENNE. 

Silver. 33. 51mm. _ Bourgey Cat., 1900, No. 181. 

2383. Obverse. Laureated bust, to left. Beneath neck: HART FECIT. Inscrip- 
tion: LEOPOLD PREMIER ROI DES BELGES- 

Reverse. Within a wreath of fruit and flowers: EXPOSITION DE L’AGRICULTURE DE 
1847 OUVERTE SOUS LES AUSPICES DU GOUVERNEMENT PAR LA SOCIETE LINNEENNE. 

Bronze. 32. 50mm. Guioth, p. 193, pl. XXXIV, No. 135; Kluyskens, Num. 
Linn., p. 9, No. 22; /bid., Cat., p. 107, No. 98. 

2384. Obdverse. Military bust, decorated, to left. Beneath: BRAEMT F.  Inscrip- 
tion: LEOPOLD PREMIER ROI DES BELGES. 

Reverse. Within field, a crown. Inscription: EXPOSITION D’AGRICULTURE. | OU- 
VERTE SOUS LES AUSPICES DU GOUVERNEMENT PAR LA SOCIETE LINNEENNE. Beneath, 
ears of grain, with flowers and fruit. In middle, upon a square: 1847. 

Gold. Guioth, p. 194, pl. XX XV, No. 138; Kluyskens, Num. Linn., p. 10, No. 25. 

2385. Obdverse. Ceres, enthroned, to right, with palm and wreaths. 

Reverse. Within a circle: EXPOSITION | DE LA | ST ROYALE LINNEENNE | DE | 
BRUXELLES Above, a serpent and patera; below, a wheeled plough ; at each side, a bee 
hive. Inscription: ROYAUME DE BELGIQUE | FETES NATIONALES DE 1886 

Bronze, gilt. 32. 50mm. In the Boston collection. 
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2386. Obdverse. Head of the King, to right. Inscription, above: soUVENIR DES 
FETES DE LEOPOLD II ROI DES BELGES | XLV" ANNIVERSAIRE | (rosette) DE L’INDEPEND- 
ANCE NATIONALE (rosette) Below: BRUXELLES | 23, 24, 25, 26, 7®* | * 1875 « 

Reverse. Within laurel and oak branches, crossed and tied by ribbon: souVENIR 
DE | L’EXPOSITION | DE LA | SOCIETE ROYALE | LINNEENNE | (a star.) 

Silver. 22. 34mm. _ In the Boston collection. 


2387. Obdverse. Bust, decorated, to left. Beneath: pisTexnHe. Inscription: 
SOCIETE ROYALE D’HORTICULTURE ET D’AGRICULTURE DE LIEGE 

Reverse. Within a wreath of flowers and fruit, the city arms; a shield bearing 
monument supported by lions, at sides of which: L—G 

Silver, bronze. 28. 42mm. Kluyskens, II, p. 162, No. 11; /d¢d., Num. Linn., 
p. 6, No. 13; /bid., Cat., p. 107, No. 9°; Duisburg, p. 204, DXXXVII, 13; Hilde- 
brand, p. 192, No. 10. In the Boston collection. 


2388. Obdverse. Bust, within an oval of flowers and ears of grain, and crowned 
by a genius. Beneath: H. DISTEXHE. 

Reverse. The city arms, within a wreath of flowers and fruit. Inscription: so- 
CIETE DES CONFERENCES HORTICOLES * LIEGE * 

Silver, bronze. 32. 50mm. Kluyskens, Num. Linn., p. 6, No. 14; /did., Cat., p. 
107, No. 9f; Rueppell, 1877, p. 21; Snoilsky, p. 9, No. 17. 


2389. Obdverse. Bust, to right, with sprig of Linnaea in button hole. Upon 
shoulder : BARRE FT 

Reverse. Within wreath of flowers: socIETAS | LINNAEANA | LUGDUNENSIS 
(Lyons) | INsTITUTA | MDCcCXxII 

Silver, bronze. 20. 32mm. Kluyskens, Num. Linn., p. 6, No. 12; Duisburg, 
p. 204, DXXXVII, 11'; /ézd., Cat., p. 60, No. 691. In the Boston collection. 


2390. Obverse. Shield, with the letter 1, with flowers and plants, spade, sickle, 
etc. At right: J. ELION F. Inscription: KONINKLIJKE NEDERLANDSCHE TUINBOUW — 
MAATSCHAPPI] LINNAEUS. 

Reverse. Blank. 

Bronze. 26. 40mm. Struck in 1867. 7idschrift, etc., 1900, p. 249, No. 106. 


2391. Obverse. Bust. 
Reverse. Wreath and inscription. 
Bronze. 27. 42mm. Maine et Loire Society. By Dubois. R. Ball Cat., Oct., 


1905, No. 508. 


2392. Obdtverse. Bust. 

Reverse. The Swedish royal arms. 

Gold. 34. 54mm. From Royal Academy of Sweden, 1891. St. Louis Stamp 
and Coin Co., 15th Sale, 26 Feb., 1906. 


2393. Obverse. Bust, to right, with twig of Linnaea and Order of the North Star 
(as in No. 2316). No inscription. Very high relief. 

Reverse. Blank. 

Bronze. Cast. 56. 88mm. _ In the Boston collection. 


The Linnaeus medals of the Liverpool Botanic Garden, No. 990, the Linnaean 
Society of London, Nos. 1116 and 2330-2, and the Society of Apothecaries of London, 
Nos. 1131-2, have already been described. See also Miller, Nos. 774 and 1629, under 
Great Britain ; Bauhin, under Switzerland; and Jussieu, under France. 


Loewenstein. See Kunckel. 
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Dr. Adolf Murray (1751-1803), of Upsala. 

2394. Obverse. Nude bust, to left. Beneath: m:F- Inscription: AD ~ MUR- 
RAY M*‘ D* MED‘ REG * PRIMAR * ANAT ‘ PROF * UPS ° 

Reverse. Crossed by laurel wreath and staff of Aesculapius, a roll inscribed: 
SCIAGR’ | NERV * | DESCR* Inscription; PRAETERITIS MELIOR VENIENTIBUS AUCTOR 
Exergue : SOCIO MERITISS * | R* ACAD * SCIENT* SV ° 

Silver, bronze. 20. 30mm. Duisburg, Suppl. II, p.24, DLXXIV¢; Hildebrand, 
p. 253. In the Government and Boston collections. 


{To be continued. ] 


THE NEW SILVER COINAGE OF CHINA. 

Tut Government edicts providing for the coinage of a new and uniform 
currency in China have been prepared, and the authorities have decided to 
adhere for the present to the silver standard. This will displace the foreign 
dollars, Mexican, Spanish and American, with their curious chop-marks, now 
circulating, and the uncoined lumps of silver, known as sycee money, of vari- 
ous degrees of fineness, varying from nearly pure silver — the best examples 
assaying 98.9 per cent. — and from that downward, having greater or less pro- 
portions of alloyed copper, lead and other metals in their composition. Under 
the new regulations all sycee money must be minted, and all business trans- 
actions are to be in the new currency. Heretofore there have been different 
standards of fineness in different Provinces, and coins of different weights, 
though nominally of the same value. For the future an entirely new coin, 
known as the Kuping Tael, is to be substituted for the local issues which are 
to be suppressed, and wherever it circulates throughout the Empire the new 
coin must be taken at its face value. 

In order to render this new money more acceptable the edicts provide 
that the weight and quality of the pieces must be carefully preserved; and 
the metal is to be purer than that hitherto in ordinary use. In this way it will 
become in fact the standard of the national currency, and the regulations as 
to analysis, and the proportion of copper, which is to be the alloy, are care- 
fully stated. When the new money is issued, there are to be coins of four 
specified values — the Tael and three subsidiary coins, and the edict provides 
that the Mint is to strike forty per cent. of the larger pieces and twenty per 
cent. of each of the three smaller pieces ; on the day that these go into circu- 
lation local authorities must proclaim that all accounts and all money transac- 
tions entered upon before that date in different qualities and scales of sycee, 
must be duly adjusted and settled in the new taels, and the characteristic pro- 
vision is added that he who refuses to comply with these new regulations shall 
receive nothing. This will be likely to compel prompt adjustments of out- 
standing accounts, and it is made a punishable offence for any one to charge 
a premium or to allow any discount either in paying or receiving them. Thus 
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a Chinaman in any part of the Empire may send money to any other locality, 
and the recipient will not dare to refuse to take it at its face value. Whether 
this stringent requirement can be fully enforced seems somewhat doubtful, 
since the Kuping Tael, having a nominal value of about a dollar, will, for ex- 
port purposes at least, fluctuate with the price of silver bullion. This, in the 
case of merchants dealing with foreign countries, cannot fail to be more or 
less disastrous, unless some way of evading it can be contrived, for the 
Chinese government, having only the silver standard, cannot come to their 
aid, in any such way as the United States authorities sustained the gold value 
of our dollars. 

The dies for the new coinage are to be prepared at the Imperial Mint 
under the charge of the Board of Revenue, and the pieces are to be struck 
there and at the branch Mints of Kuang-tung, Kiang-su, Chi-li and Hu-pe. 
For facilitating the speedy introduction of the new monetary system a large 
proportion of the coins is to be deposited in the Imperial Bank, against 
which paper money is to be issued. When the plans are completed, and the 
bills are ready, due notice is to be given, and the Provincial treasuries and 
other public offices are to be supplied with each in fixed proportions, and pay- 
ments by Government officials will be made partly in silver and partly in 
paper. It will thus be seen that China has made a long step forward in estab- 
lishing a uniform currency for all parts of the Empire. It remains to be seen 
whether it can take the next step successfully, and make the new currency 
stable by the adoption of the gold standard. M. 






























A TRUCKLOAD OF MELTED COIN, 


One of the most interesting relics of the conflagration to be found anywhere in San Fran- 
cisco, and one that represents a loss of many thousands of dollars, consists of various masses of 
melted coin that the Street Railway Company recovered from its safes in the Rialto Building. 

The blackened masses of precious metal afford an object of much curiosity. Just what 
will be done with the melted coin is a problem that is worrying the owners, and they are hope- 
ful that the Treasury Department can be induced to make some ruling that will enable them to 
recover something like the coin value of the money. -Otherwise, should they succeed in recov- 
ering only the bullion value, they will suffer very heavily. 

The Company’s loss through the melting of silver coin greatly exceeds that of any other 
institution in the stricken city. Much of the silver and small change in circulation finds its 
way into its coffers during the month, and at the time of the fire the United Railroads had 
many thousands of dollars, in silver dollars, halves, quarters, dimes and nickels, in the safes of 
Treasurer Starr, in the Rialto Building. All the gold coin in the treasurer’s office, contained in 
a separate safe, escaped unharmed, but the silver is unrecognizable. 

It consists of a small truckload of blackened masses of metal of irregular shapes. Vari- 
ous metals are fused in the melted masses of coin, so that the Company will probably be put to 
the expense of having them melted and refined. Treasurer Starr says that silver, nickel, cop- 
per and iron in unknown quantities are present in the big hunks of metal, the copper coming 
from the melted one-cent pieces, and the iron from the boxes in which the rolls of coin were 
packed, — San Francisco Chronicle. 





> 
~ snl Nenana Sm 
a Shai 























AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS, 


MEDALS OF THE INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION AT MILAN. 


Tue opening of the International Exposition at Milan has evoked several 
medals of unusual merit, engravings of which by the photogravure process 
are given in the last issue of Rzvista /aliana di Numismatica. 

The first to be mentioned is the Twenty-Centesimi piece, issued to be 
used as a Ticket of Admission. The obverse has a charming head of Minerva, 
but which, as it lacks any characteristic symbol of the goddess, and the helmet 
is more ornate than usual, might well be thought to symbolize that fair city. 
Though the artist has confined himself to the low relief inevitably required for 
coin purposes, the result is singularly effective and worthy of praise. The 
type is that of a maiden, facing, the braided tresses of her hair falling on 
either side from a coronet, behind which sprays of laurel are seen on either 
side ; two small youthful figures, typical of Art and Industry, resting on the 
coronet, clasp hands above its point, and a ribbon falls in graceful folds 
from above and behind her head, nearly filling the field on either side. On 
the lower fold at the left, EsposiziIoNE; on that next above, INTERNAZIONALE, and 
on the corresponding folds at the right, MtLano | 1906. Between the fold’ of 
the scroll and the edge at the left, eB (the initials in cipher of Egidio 
Boninsegna, the designer) Mop. 

On the reverse the field has a sprig of pine with leaves and cones on 
the left, and another of olive on the right, each of which is entwined with 
the ends of a scroll which encloses them and is inscribed VALEVOLE NELL’ 
INTERNO DELL’ ESPOSIZIONE. Between the branches cent | 20, and below in 
five lines, DAL | CoMITATO | CONVERTIBILE AL PORTATORE | IN MONETA REGALE | 
DVRANTE ESPOSIZIONE (freely, Valuable only within the Exposition; but the 
Executive Committee will exchange it with the bearer for coin of the realm 
during the same.) Near the edge at the right, ac (in monogram) inc the 
initials of Angelo Capucci, the engraver; and between the scroll and the 
edge at the left, s. JoHNSON MILANO, the name of the head of the establish- 
ment in Milan where they were struck. Bronze. Size 17. 

Beside those coined for use at the Exposition, 100 numbered examples 
were struck in gold, and 1,000, also numbered, in silver, for collectors, the 
former being sold for 100 lire and the latter for ro. 

Medals with busts shown in profile are common, but the necessities of 
modern coinage limit the relief of a design ex face, which if sufficiently bold 
to be effective, interferes with piling the coins and speedily defaces the promi- 
nent parts of the features. While we find on ancient coins not a few examples 
of portraits facing, few modern medallists have attempted to make them; but 
in this instance the artist, the engraver and the medallist appear to have been 
successful not only in producing a lovely face, but they have overcome in 
a great measure the difficulties which until now have obtained. For accom- 





AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 20 


plishing this result the editors of the Azvista, from whose engravings our 
descriptions are taken, compliment them highly, and so far as one may judge 
from the photogravures, their praise is fully justified, as we have already 
remarked. 

A plaque commemorating two important events in Italian history — the 
completion of the Simplon tunnel coincident with the opening of the Exposi- 
tion — was also designed by Boninsegna; it has on the obverse at the left 
a female figure typifying Switzerland, partly draped and seated on a cliff, 
with mountains in the distance; she is lightly leaning on her left hand, 
shown behind her, while above, Mercury, flying from the right, and holding 
his caduceus in his right hand, presents a second female figure (Italy) ap- 
proaching from the right to greet her neighbor, and joins their right hands. 
Behind her is the sea. On the lower face of the cliff are shown the entrances 
of the Simplon tunnel, with trains entering and emerging; in the upper 
left corner is a shield, gules, a Greek cross argent, for Switzerland, and in 
that at the right, the arms of the Kingdom of Italy, gules, a cross argent 
(the arms of the cross extending to the edge of the shield). At the edges 
on each side rise the curving stems of trees, from which the shields are sus- 
pended. Under the figure of Italy, re 8 (in monogram) mop. s. J. the initials 
of the artist and maker, as on the preceding. In exergue, INAVGVRAZIONE 
DEL SEMPIONE 1906 alluding to the recent opening of the Simplon tunnel. 

Reverse, Five partly draped female figures, grouped around a celestial 
sphere, combining the various circles of the equator, ecliptic, etc., and a 
broader one bearing the signs of the Zodiac. Two of the figures stand on 
the lower step of a platform, that at the left facing the observer, and wearing 
a scarf inscribed EUROPA; on a scroll above her companion, asta; on a higher 
step are two others, that at the left with america above her head, and that at 
the right having a belt lettered arrica, while the fifth, above at the left, has a 
ribbon scroll inscribed ocganica. In the distance, behind the group, are the 
buildings of the Exposition, and in the centre of the sphere, above the head of 
Europa, is a terrestrial globe. On the face of the upper step, EsPosIZIONE 
INTERNATIONALE, with initials in cipher of the artist’s name, E B. MOD. and A Cc 
(Angelo Capucci) INc. as on the preceding. On the face of the lower step, 
RIC INTER. S. JOHNSON. Size, 40 by 31, American scale. This plaque 
received the prize of 4,000 lire in a competition instituted by Sig. Comm. 
Federico Johnson. 

The premium medal to be given to exhibitors has on the obverse the 
device on the obverse of the plaque, but the shield of Switzerland is behind 
her at the left, instead of above, and that of Italy opposite, on the right edge. 
On the face of the cliff below the Swiss shield, in four lines of raised letters in 
incused tablets, INAVGVRAZIONE | DEL | SEMPIONE | 1906, and in exergue the 
initials of the artist and medallist. The reverse has a view of the principal 
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entrance or gateway to the Exposition, with EsPOsIZIONE | INTERNATIONALE | 
MILANO | 1906 in four lines below. A sprig of laurel on each side of the last 
two. Various metals. Size, 34. 

Another medal pertaining to the same event has on the obverse a seated 
figure of a workman — one of the tunnel miners; the upper portion of his 
body bare; on his head the soft hat worn while working; his hands, folded 
by his left side, rest upon a drilling machine, under which at the left is a sprig 
of olive leaves and berries ; on the upper right field is a locomotive emerging 
from the tunnel entrance, under which, in two lines, INAVGVRAZIONE | DEL 
SEMPIONE. Under the olive sprig a cipher of E s (Eugenio Savoldi) the 
designer, and in exergue, s. JOHNSON. Reverse, Six figures, the first three on 
the left shown to the waist, nude; only the heads of the others appear at the 
right. They typify the arts and industries; the first holds in her right hand 
a statuette; the next a locomotive, and the third a full rigged ship. Legend, 
on the upper right edge, ESPOSIZIONE INTERNATIONALE, and on the lower right, 
reading upward, MILANO 1906; ES in cipher below the head of the figure at 
the left. Size, 30 nearly. 

Neither of the last two medals has a milled edge. 





REMARKABLE “FINDS” OF ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL COINS. 


Tue Coin Cabinets of European cities are constantly receiving valuable 
accessions to their treasures from the discoveries of buried coins. M. Adrien- 
Blanchet, one of the editors of the Revue Numismatigue, of Paris, has given 
in recent issues of that admirable magazine a summary of thirty-nine deposits 
of such coins, which have been discovered in the last year or two, many of 
them of more than ordinary interest. We note a few as follows :— 

At Kalat-Schirgat, in ancient Assyria, fifteen aurei in excellent preser- 
vation, struck in the reign of Antoninus Pius and Septimus Severus. At 
Morcone, Benevento, Italy, a number of ancient Greek coins in good preser- 
vation and of excellent workmanship, among them a didrachm of Neapolis 
with the type of a bull, and one of Velia with n and a thyrsus under a lion ; 
in the territory of Cinto Caomaggiore, near Venice, four thousand silver coins 
of the Republic and the Empire, the largest proportion being those of Caesar, 
Mark Antony and Augustus; the most recent was struck in A. D. 15; in the 
canton of Robinet-Cuit, in the Forest of Lyons, a vase containing 872 bronze 
coins of various emperors from Vespasian to Albinus; at Guer, a treasure of 
gold pieces, amounting to nearly $7,000 in value ; at “ Smalley, Bight Farm,” 
near Wakefield, England, 7,000 small bronze coins, from the time of Helena 
to Constantius Gallus, with many of uncertain date;—one of these, of the 
Empress Constantia, is with a single exception the only known example; near 
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Leeds, England, a vase containing about 260 silver coins of the period from 
Elizabeth to that of Charles 1; this discovery has led to a contest as to the 
ancient rights of the crown to “treasure trove;” at Bautzen, Prussia, 1,000 
large and 700 smaller pieces of silver, dating from 1635 to 1755, contained in 
three vases. 

These are but a few of these interesting deposits which are described by 
M. Adrien-Blanchet. With such a wealth of material for study, so constantly 
coming to light, the numismatists of the continent are enjoying opportunities 
which excite the envy of their friends on this side of the water, where the 
most diligent search would be made in vain for these ‘‘ monuments of the 
past.” Fortunately a very large proportion of these deposits are generally 
brought to the knowledge of those who are able to appreciate their value, and 
many find a final resting-place in the cabinets of the cities near which they are 
discovered. In 1905 forty coins of local interest, exhumed near Rochelle, were 
placed in the Museum of that city; of 400 medieval German coins found near 
Weissenfels, a choice selection was given to the Cabinet of Gotha. The 
Museum at Trieste acquired some rare examples from a find near that city, 
and a deposit of upwards of 700 pieces of silver, uncovered near Rothen- 
burg, were bought by the Society of Vieux Rothenburg. 





THE FIGURES OF SAINTS UPON COINS. 


(Continued from Vol. XL, p. 97.) 

















St. Mary Macpaene seldom appears on coins, but there are two very 
rare Italian pieces, recently brought to the notice of collectors, on which she 
is seen. The first of these, a half lira of Alfonso I (1505-34), third duke of 
Ferrara and husband of Lucrezia Borgia, has the figure of this saint, who is 
represented as kneeling at the feet of the Saviour, and anointing them, as 
related in St. Luke’s Gospel, vit: 37-50. The Saviour is shown seated — not 
reclining, — at a small square table, on which are dishes; His right hand is 
uplifted as if in benediction, and the precious box of ointment appears between 
His feet. The legend is FIDEs - TVA - SALVAM - TE and - rect (for FEcIT) in 
exergue, (Thy faith hath saved thee). On the other side is a bust of the 
duke. The second piece, struck during the reign of his son, Ercole II (1534- 
59), shows St. Mary kneeling at the foot of a ‘‘Cross of Calvary,” which she 
embraces; a wreath of thorns on the juncture of the arms, and a scroll on the 
upper arm, lettered 1 H s, completes the device. The legend is IN . TE - Qvt - 
SPERAT - NON - CONFUND - (Whoso trusteth in Thee shall not be confounded.) 
The opposite side has the ducal arms. This coin was a scudo of gold. The 
same prince struck a similar scudo in 1534, which commemorates his marriage 
with René, daughter of Louis XII, when the title of Duke of Chartres (which 
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appears on this coin) was conferred upon him. He was raised to ducal 
dignity on All Saints’ day, and in honor of that event we find among his silver 
coinage a testoon which has upon it the figures of six saints, several of whom, 
St. Catherine, St. Peter, St. Paul, and the Virgin, are distinguished by their 
various emblems. This coin was perhaps the wo': of Girolamo Lombardo, a 
famous artist of Ferrara, and its device connectiny it with a special date, is on 
a very different line from most of the pieces under notice. 

The practice of the Roman Church in canonizing as a saint an early 
Bishop, or some local celebrity of renowned sanctity, accounts for the pres- 
ence upon many coins of the effigies of those whose names would otherwise 
have been forgotten. An illustration of this is found on the coins of Mo- 
dena; on the early issues of this city we see the figure of Saint Geminianus, 
of whom it is probable that few of our readers have ever heard. On some of 
the coins of Ercole II (1534-59), now exceedingly rare, this saint is shown 
with the episcopal emblems of a mitre and pastoral staff; occasionally he is 
seated, sometimes only the bust is given, but in either case one would be un- 
able to discover who is represented except by the abbreviation of the name. 
He was Bishop of Modena in the fifth century, famous for casting out devils, 
and so great was his fame that he was sent for by the Greek Emperor to visit 
Constantinople and relieve his daughter, the Princess Honoria, of an evil 
spirit; when Attila, King of the Huns, invaded Italy, the Bishop's intercession 
saved the city of Modena, and even after his death he preserved the Cathedral 
of his see city from a destroying flood. On a‘ Giorgino” struck in the seven- 
teenth century by the same city, of which Geminianus is even now regarded 
as the special patron, he is represented as kneeling in prayer, while the 
legend, SANCT. GEMINIA. PROTEC. NOsTR. (St. Geminianus, our protector) re- 
cognizes his unabated powers. 

On some of the coins of Alexander I of Tuscany (1531-37) éwo saints 
appear,—the patrons of the Medici family,—St. Cosmos and St. Damian. 
These two, like the saint just mentioned, are but little known aside from the 
traditions of the Roman Church, and from their presence on Italian coins. 
They are said to have been Arabians and brothers, and were skillful physicians 
of the fourth century. The Emperor Diocletian or one of his officers, threw 
them into the sea, but an angel saved them; fire would not burn them, nor 
would stones injure them, and finally they were beheaded. They were greatly 
reverenced in Florence. 

Another saint who appears we believe only on a few Italian coins — 
especially those of Fuligno, Etruria, is St. Felicianus; tradition has little to say 
of him, beyond the fact that he was martyred at Milan in the persecution of 
the Christians by Diocletian ; his relics were enshrined in that city, where he 
is said to have appeared in a vision to the great St. Ambrose, which seems to 
be the sole reason for his numismatic honors. 
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St. Ambrose himself is figured on the gold doppia of Philip I], Duke of 
Milan (1556-98) ; he was one of the most eloquent of the Latin fathers, a 
fearless Bishop, even refusing the Emperor Theodosius an entrance to his 
cathedral until he had been absolved after public penance for his crimes. In 
contrast to this illustrious defender of the privileges of his order, whose fame 
has placed him among the chiefs of the Church,— above many indeed who 
have worn the triple.tiara, —is St. Devitius, patron of the little Republic of 
Monaco, who figures on its brass and copper coins, and of whom we know 
little beyond his name. 





DANDOLO COIN BEHIND ST. MARK’S MOSAIC, VENICE. 


DurinG the work of restoration of the Basilica of St. Mark’s, Venice, an 
important discovery was made. In the cement which attached the mosaics in 
the Tribune of the Patriarch to the wall, a small copper coin, very ancient, 
called a “ quartarolo” of the Doge Dandolo, was found, thus showing that at 
least part of the building of the Basilica took place in the glorious period of 
the Venetian Republic, between 1192 and 1205. It seems evident that the 
coin fell into the cement from the clothing of one of the workmen, and has 
remained there for seven centuries, as this is the first time that that mosaic 
has been removed since its original setting. ‘The small coin, which in itself 
is very valuable because of its rarity, has been placed in the historical techni- 
cal museum of the Basilica, where everything is gathered which may deter- 
mine and illustrate the history of the building and the cathedral. — London 
Chronicle. 





MASONIC MEDALS. 


{Continued from Vol. XL, page 110.) 


MCCLXXII. Obverse, A view of the Capitol at Washington; over the 
top of the cupola is the radiant All-seeing eye. Legend, above, masonic 
BOARD OF RELIEF and in exergue, curving to the edge, WASHINGTON, D. Cc. 
Reverse, The Washington monument within an elliptical cartouche, the upper 
part indented and pointed, the lower, also indented but circular. Legend in 
three concentric circular lines, each beginning to read on the left side of the 
cartouche, and divided at its top; in the outer circle, 6"* ANNUAL MEETING 
GEN’L MASONIC RELIEF Assoc’N; in the second circle, UNITED STATES AND 
CANADA; in the third, sep. 23. 25. 1891 White metal. Size 24. 

MCCLXXIII. Obverse, On the field the square and compasses en- 
closing the letter G and surrounded by a circle of short rays, Legend, sepa- 
rated by a circle from the field, above, FRONTIER LODGE N° 45 and below, 
completing the circle, * LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN * Reverse, On the field, two 
pillars surmounted by globes; between them is the forty-seventh problem of 
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Euclid, the large square in base; under it a mosaic pavement and above is 
the radiant All-seeing eye. Legend, separated from the field by a circle, 
CHARTERED JUNE 16 1853 above, and below, completing the circle, SEMI CEN- 
TENNIAL | JUNE 16. 1903 in two lines. Copper. Size 20 nearly. 
MCCLXXIV. Obverse, On the field an equilateral triangle within which 
is a radiant triple tau; on each of the outer sides of the triangle are two 
Hebrew letters somewhat conventionally drawn, which perhaps may be read, 
beginning at the left and proceeding to the right, He, Jod, Caph, Lamed, 
Aleph, Beth.’ Legend, separated by a circle from the field, GENERAL GRAND 
CHAPTER above and completing the circle, - CINCINNATI OHIO 1900 -_ Reverse, 
The arms of the ‘“‘ Ancient Masons,” as often described; on an ornate shield a 
cross composed of four squares; in the first quarter, a lion rampant; in the 
second, an ox; etc.; no tinctures. Crest, the ark of the covenant; supporters, 
two cherubim; motto, on a ribbon scroll, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. Border 


raised. No legend. Bronze. Size 24. W. T. R. M. 
(To be continued.) 





SIGNATURES OF ENGRAVERS ON GREEK COINS. 


We have mentioned in a previous number of the /ourna/ the very exhaustive Catalogue of 
the engravers of ancient Greek coins, whose initials or signatures,— the latter sometimes in full, 
but more frequently abbreviated,— have been identified. This catalogue, carefully compiled 
by M. L. Forrer, alphabetically arranged, and copiously illustrated by photogravures from 
original pieces, has been printed in consecutive issues of the Revue Belge de Numismatique, 
and was brought to a close in the second number of the present volume, being followed by a 
list of twenty-eight abbreviations formerly considered by numismatists to be the signatures of 
engravers,-— an interpretation which the latest critics reject. He also mentions a number of 
other letters or abbreviations which possibly may be signatures, bnt which he considers it im- 
possible to prove beyond question to be such. 

The excellent plan adopted by the compiler, who presents his readers with photographic 
examples of the work of most of the various engravers here assembled and the names of their 
owners, gives special value to his catalogue.” It is extremely doubtful if a search through all 
the cabinets of our American collectors would reveal a single specimen of many of the coins he 
illustrates ; and even the curators of the largest Museums in Europe might find it difficult if not 
impossible to show the entire series. But with Forrer in our hands we can compare the work 
of the various artists at their best, discern the characteristic style of each, and trace the influence 
of a master hand, like that of Euainetos, upon his followers, through a long period. 

“It is fortunate,” says M. Forrer, “that the signatures of some of the creators of the finest 
types of Greek coins admit of no doubt, and that we thus have revealed to us the names of 
artists, little known indeed to the general public, but who yet, by their chefs d’euvre 
deserve our esteem and admiration quite as much as their contemporary sculptors or painters. 
These productions, because of their limited size, do not invite that attention which the ancient 
sculptures receive, but still they allure us with an irresistible attraction, a charm forever new, 

1 This I describe from a rubbing kindly sent me ant has read, He, Jod, Koph, Samech, He, Tau; in 
by Bro. Wm. Poillon; the letters being somewhat the latter case they are perhaps meant for the initials 


indistinct may not be correctly stated. They are sim- of King Solomon, Hiram of Tyre, and Hiram the 
ilar to those on reverse of MCLYV, which one inform- builder. This, however, is conjectural. 
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and they yield no less pleasure to the eye than satisfaction to the mind. One cannot fail to 
appreciate the fact that their designers were imbued with the same earnest sincerity, the same 
sense of beauty, and the same spirit of genuine art as that which inspired the works of the 
great masters of classic Greece. Here antique grace achieves its triumph. There is no strain- 
ing after effect,— extreme simplicity is allied to extreme richness. ‘ And this,’ as Lenormant 
has said, ‘is the peculiar characteristic of art which has achieved perfection —to give as 
much of grandeur to the smallest objects as to the largest, and to place upon the planchet of a 
coin only two or three centimeters in diameter as much beauty and power as in a colossal 
statue.’” 

It is well known to advanced collectors that those who once undertake the study of the 
coins of ancient Greece speedily find it the most fascinating branch of numismatics, yielding a 
satisfaction vainly to be sought in the most complete collection of consecutive dates, or the 
multitudinous die varieties of our national coinage, to which so many devote their attention. 
Such will find the work of M. Forrer — no doubt to be given to the public at an early day in 
a separate volume — an indispensable handbook. Its author seems to us to have spoken the 
final word on a most important and interesting subject, and to deserve the thanks of every 
lover of the golden age of numismatic art. M. 











NOTES AND QUERIES. 


A TWO-CENT BILL. 










A resident of Brattleboro, Vt., has a small bill of the denomination of two cents, which 
was issued under the authority of the Common Council of the City of Hudson, N. Y., in 1815. 
The little bill is three inches long and two wide, and has a picture of a plowman tilling the 
soil with two lazy-looking steeds. The inscription reads, “‘ The corporation of Hudson promises 


to pay bearer 2 cents.” 
MEDALS OF DOGS. 











In many countries there is a special tax on dogs, and in some of them a special medal or 
plaque is used, partly struck, partly engraved, which is attached to the collar of the animal to 
show that the tax has been paid. A collector in Geneva, Switzerland, has for many years been 
making a collection of these tokens, and proposes to edit for the /ourna/l des Collectionneurs 
Geneva, a numismatic catalogue of pieces relating to dogs. Those interested are requested to 
send to the editor of that publication rubbings or impressions of examples in their collections 
which in any way relate to the canine species, or any on which appears the figure of a dog. 





EDITORIAL. 


AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF THE ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOCIETY OF LONDON. 













In 1883 the London Numismatic Society, now the Royal Numismatic Society, inaugu- 
rated the custom of an annual award of a Medal of Honor to some eminent numismatist, in 
recognition of what that Society regarded as the most important contribution to the science of 
Numismatics during the previous year. The first to be honored was Charles Roach Smith, 
Esq., F. S. A.; the following year Dr. Aquila Smith, M. R. I. A., received it, whose name is 
well known to American collectors. Among later recipients we mention the names of Maj.-Gen. 
Cunningham perhaps the leading authority on Oriental coins, Sir John Evans for many years 
the President of the Society, Dr. Imhoof-Blumer, Reginald Stuart Poole, LL. D., Prof. Momm- 
sen of Berlin, M. Ernest Babelon, Member of the Institute of France and Keeper of the Numis- 
matic Cabinet of Paris, Frederic W. Madden the celebrated writer on Jewish coins, Arthur J. 
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Evans, F. R. S., Keeper of the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford University, Prof. Stanley Lane 
Poole, Litt. D., of the British Museum, and Dr. Von Sallet of Berlin, all of whom, with others 
similarly decorated by the same Society, have won imperishable laurels by their contributions 
to our knowledge of ancient coins. This year, we are gratified to learn, the prize has been 
awarded to Signor Francesco Gnecchi, Vice-President of the Italian Numismatic Society, one 
of the editors of its magazine (vista /taliana di Numismatica), and a learned scholar who has 
written much on ancient Roman coins, to whom we desire to extend our sincere congratu- 
lations. M. 
THE NEW KEEPER OF COINS IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 

THE retirement of Dr. Barclay V. Head from the position he has so long and ably filled 
as the Keeper of the Numismatic Cabinet of the British Museum, was deeply regretted by 
lovers of the science; the Directors have recently appointed Mr. Herbert A. Grueber, F. S. A., 
to succeed him. ‘This is a most happy selection, and we are sure will be most acceptable to 
numismatists every where; it would be difficult indeed to find one better qualified for this 
important position, whether by a general knowledge of the subject or by familiarity with the 
treasures of the magnificent collection committed to his care. Mr. Grueber is well known as 
the author of many valuable papers on ancient coins, and as one of the compilers of ‘‘ Medallic 
Illustrations of the History of Great Britain,” which contains descriptions of many medals 
of special interest to American collectors, M. 

THEFT OF RARE AMERICAN PIECES. 

Tue collection of coins and medals in the Maryland Building, Druid Hill Park, Baltimore, 
which was considered one of the finest of its class in the country on public exhibition, being 
peculiarly rich in rare Colonial pieces and early American coins, was rifled on the 3oth of 
July last, in broad daylight, and no trace of the thieves has been found. The theft was a bold 
one, in that the building is open on all sides, and the park constantly thronged with people. 
The glass lids of the cases were screwed off. 

It is suspected that a part, at least, of the coins was brought to New York, because 
cautious inquiry has been made among professional numismatologists in that city as to the 
prices they would be willing to pay for coins of this description. The Baltimore authorities 
offer to reimburse buyers for all advances and to pay rewards for their return. A list of the 
stolen coins has been placed in the hands of a detective bureau, and the police have been 
notified to be on the lookout for the stolen pieces. The entire collection is valued at $25,000, 
and the thieves seem to have taken pieces whose rarity would ordinarily find eager purchasers. 


HOW PORTLAND, OREGON, GOT ITS NAME, 


In a recent number of the Mumismatist, Mr. Farrand Zerbe gives an account of a histori- 
cal incident, which will interest collectors in Boston and Portland, as well as those of the 
progressive city in Oregon which bears the name of the latter. It seems that the first two log 
cabins erected on the original site of the metropolis of Oregon were put up by A. L. Lovejoy, a 
native of Massachusetts, and F. W. Pettygrove, a native of Maine, in the winter of 1845. The 
former desired to call the place Boston, and the latter preferred the name of the chief city of 
his native State, Portland. As they were unable to agree, Pettygrove proposed that the 
question be decided by tossing a copper coin— “head or tail,” and produced one struck in 
1835. Lovejoy agreed, the coin was tossed three times, and Pettygrove’s choice, “ head,” 
came up twice, and Portland was adopted as the name of the city. 

The original coin, Mr. Zerbe tells us, which the Oregon Historical Society hopes some 
day to add to its collection, is now in the possession of one of Mr. Pettygrove’s descendants. 
A picture of the coin and its “ tossers,” with reference to the fact, adorned the back of one of 
the coupon passes issued for the Lewis and Clark Exposition. 























